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Welcome GHC’s New Members
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Sarah Rock (Ronnie Brezler delegate)
United Bank
Branch Manager
1219 Mt. Aetna Rd.
Hagerstown, MD  21742 
(301) 739-4690
Sarah.Rock@bankwithunited.com
https://www.bankwithunited.com/

mailto:Sarah.Rock@bankwithunited.com
https://www.bankwithunited.com/


CONGRATULATIONS!!

To all the finalists for the 2023 Business Awards
• Dr. Jim Klauber – Hagerstown Community College

Large Business of the Year
• Jeffery O’Neal – Brook Lane

Non-profit of the Year
• Steven Stitely – Saunders Tax & Accounting

Small Business of the Year
• Julie Rohm (PREIT)

Business Person of the Year
• Jenny Bakos – Washington County Free Library 

At Your Service



Please Welcome New GHC Members

Dr. Gary Willow

Dr. Health Wilcox
Executive Director for 
Secondary Education

Washington County Public Schools

Dr. Kara Burhans
Strategic Initiatives 
Coordinator
Washington County Public Schools

GHC Monthly Meeting September 2022

Dr. David Sovine
Superintendent

Washington County Public Schools

Please Welcome Today’s Guest Speakers
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Associate Superintendent 
for Curriculum & Instruction
Washington County Public Schools



Dr. David Sovine, Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Gary Willow, Associate Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction
Dr. Heath Wilcox, Executive Director for Secondary Education 
Dr. Kara Burhans, Strategic Initiatives Coordinator
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Date Item
July Applications for Blueprint stakeholder feedback teams

August/September Initial meetings of WCPS Blueprint stakeholder feedback teams
November/December Blueprint stakeholder feedback teams  submit recommendations

December Release of Blueprint Template and Comprehensive Implementation Plan 
December/January WCPS Blueprint Committee and writing teams



Date Item
February 10 WCPS Template review session with AIB and MSDE
February 16 WCPS Blueprint stakeholder survey

February 16, 27, 28 Blueprint community information sessions
February 21 Provide Blueprint update to BOE

February 16-March 3 Make revisions based on  AIB, MSDE, BOE, and community feedback
March 15 Deadline for submission





• WCPS offers Pre-K to all 4-year-olds in Washington County, regardless of income level.

• WCPS has Pre-K classrooms in every elementary school and two high schools.

• WCPS continues to explore community partnerships to expand 3-year-old Pre-K for all eligible

students.

• WCPS currently ranks 4th in Maryland for Kindergarten Readiness

• WCPS offers unique professional development opportunities to Pre-L teachers and

paraprofessionals.

• WCPS has three Judy Centers located at: Bester Elementary, Emma K. Doub Elementary, and

Ruth Ann Monroe Primary.

• WCPS has one Patty Center, located at 221 McRand Court, Hagerstown, MD.



• WCPS is on track to meet the starting salary requirement and currently has the highest starting 
teacher salary in Maryland.

• WCPS increased planning time for teachers by implementing a standard high school schedule and 
will implement a standard middle school schedule for school year 2023-24.

• WCPS staff are exploring new elementary models to increase planning, collaboration, and
professional learning opportunities.

• Developed an NBC cohort model led by teachers who currently have their NBC.
• WCPS has partnered with Wilson College to include the NBC process as part of their Master’s 

Degrees track.
• WCPS is collaborating with local colleges to prepare for full year student teacher experiences.
• WCPS has created a college pathway for high school students to begin college courses in 

Education.
• WCPS has partnered with the Maryland Accelerates program to offer a one-year residency 

program for adults who hold a bachelor’s degree and are interested in becoming certified teachers.
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GHC Forum & 
Committee Chairs
(see meeting packet for status updates)
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GHC Forum & Committee Chairs:

• Alan Mullendore – Education Forum
• Meets 2nd Thursday of every other month, GHC Office or Zoom
• Next meets: March 9th, 7:30 a.m. 

• Michael Weiss – Membership Comm.
• Meets as needed
• Next meeting: TBD at 8:00 a.m. - ZOOM
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GHC Forum & Committee Chairs:

• Brad Fulton – Transportation Forum
• Usually Meets 3rd Monday of month or as needed, GHC Office or 

Zoom
• Next meeting: TBD, 7:30 a.m. 

• Scott Bowen – Vision Forum
• Meets 3rd Thursday of each month, GHC Office or ZOOM
• Next meeting: March 16th, 8:00 a.m.
• Topic: Inaugural meeting for members to brainstorm topics for 

discussion in 2023
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GHC Forum & Committee Chairs:

• Downtown Enhancement Committee
• Meets 3rd Wednesday of month, GHC Office or Zoom
• Next meets: March 15th, 8:00 a.m. 
• Topic: First planning session in preparation for second Investor 

Roundtable event.
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Announcements and 
Upcoming GHC Events
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Upcoming Events:
GHC Monthly Meeting February 2023

Annual Meeting
Friday, April 28th, 2023 – 7:30 am

at HCC’s – Merle Elliott Conference Center Rooms 211-213
This will be our

Annual Corporate Meeting
Votes required for:

officers, budget, calendar of events, 
and strategic plan



Upcoming Events:
GHC Monthly Meeting February 2023

When
Tuesday March 14th

Happy Hour
Prohibition Hub 5-6PM 

Dinner
Bulls & Bears 6:15-7:30PM 

Spouses/guests are 
welcome. Members and 
guests pay for their own 
meals/drinks. 

Sign-Up will be sent via 
Email Today!

Join Us for Drinks and Dinner with our GHC Members! 



Upcoming Events:
GHC Monthly Meeting February 2023

When
Monday, May 22nd, 2023
8:00am – 9:30am
Program begins at 8:30am

Location
HCC’s Valley Eatery

Full catered breakfast 

Hosts
Jim Klauber, Ph.D.

Hagerstown Community College

Paul Frey
Washington County Chamber of Commerce

Jim Kercheval
Greater Hagerstown Committee

Justina Shaw
Hagerstown Community College Incubators + Labs

Be on the lookout for your 
invitation in your Inbox to RSVP

Join us as we celebrate the magic that happens
when inspired people put their great ideas into
action.



Update on Advocacy Efforts:
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With over 2,200 petition signatures, our community’s voices are being heard. In a recent 
letter, the NPS invited the MSO and event stakeholders to participate in an assessment of 
safety concerns and park impacts to “determine the feasibility of continuing to hold the 
Salute on the battlefield and if determined feasible, to develop an event management plan 
that delineates safety, security, and resource protection requirements.” 

The National Park Service (NPS) acknowledged the community’s interest in continuing the 
Salute to Independence at Antietam National Battlefield and they have reopened 
discussions on its future beginning in 2024. Unfortunately, 2023 will not be an option due to 
delays in construction of the new visitor center.



Upcoming Events:

Next GHC Monthly Meeting:
Friday, March 31st, 2023

7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.
Topic: TBD
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Check out our website: www.greaterhagerstown.org
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Join our Facebook Group:

For GHC Members only
This group page is an informal way 
for GHC members and staff to share 
information regarding upcoming 
events, announcements, GHC 
members in the News, and fun 
stuff! 

Talk to Erin 
about joining.  
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Happy St. 
Patrick’s 

Day!

Adjourned
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